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ns to question whether society has the knowledge, power, or will crime significantly.
lort of massive intervention, however, certain steps might be nake rehabilitative efforts seem more coherent and effective.
> the Elliptical Nature of Theory
10 run correctional programs are usually more concerned with >ry to identify and to control evil than to cultivate good. Hence, eoccupation with evil, they tend to overlook the elliptical nature namely, the fact that any adequate theory will not just be a :rime but a theory of conformity as well. To explain one is to ex-other (Cohen 1959). For example, when stated as a theory of f, the composite propositions listed above would appear as
ng attachment to conventional institutions leads to an increased onformity. When the attachment of young people to parent(s),
conventional friends, and employees is strong, their stake in :y will be increased. They will be more likely to internalize the nal norms of society, to commit themselves to long-term goals, quire beliefs in the legitimacy of legal rules and requirements. \ncreased stake in conformity leads to a heightened sense of self-Fhose youngsters who are strongly attached to their parent(s), ell at school or work, and who fit in well with their more conven-ociates are usually defined as successful and rewarded for their
As a result, they are more likely to experience a sense of per-rth and a sense that they have the power to affect their own through conventional means.
tightened sense of self-worth leads to identification with conven-fms and peers. Youths who possess a sense of self-worth, ac-rough conventional means, are more likely to identify with the d carriers of conventional culture. To do otherwise is to endanger in which they now have considerable investment. itification with conventional culture leads to law-abiding behav-iventional culture provides the individual with the necessary :s, rationalizations, and rewards for pursuing a conventional
ft, one way to test the pragmatic adequacy of any theory is to e its capacity to guide rehabilitative efforts. Rather than direct-tion solely to factors that must be undone in offenders, any